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ABSTRACT

Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2022 is now at an end, but what a week it's been. After 
a virtual show in 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic, many of the top mobile com� 
panies returned in Barcelona to show off their latest products and services. MWC 
Barcelona (formerly, but still commonly referred to as Mobile World Congress) is an 
annual exhibition organized by the GSMA and dedicated primarily to the mobile 
communications industry. The event is held in Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain at the Fira 
de Barcelona Gran Via, usually in February or early March. It is attended mainly by 
device manufacturers, network equipment vendors, representatives of wireless opera� 
tors and the press, among others. The name of the event has changed over the years. 
The origins of the event date back to the business conference "Pan�European Digital 
Cellular Radio" (the original working name of the GSM mobile system) held in 
Brussels in 1987. The name "GSM World Congress" was first used in 1990 when the 
event was held in Rome. Over the next few years, the event moved to a new city each 
time, passing through Nice, Berlin, Lisbon, Athens and Madrid, before taking place 
in Cannes in 1996. The event was held in Cannes for ten consecutive years, and since 
2003 it has been called the 3GSM World Congress. In 2006, the event moved to 
Barcelona and was held at the Fira de Barcelona Montjuc. In 2008, the GSM 
Association, which had been established in 1996 and had shown increasing interest in 
the event, completed the purchase of the exhibition, changing its name to Mobile 
World Congress for the first time. The GSMA endorsed the 2008 International Mobile 
Gaming Awards, which ran at the event from then until 2012. In 2011, the GSMA 
announced a long�term deal to continue hosting the event in Barcelona until 2023.
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"It's hard to believe that the chatter around 5G started to be-
come louder at MWC 2014, eight years ago when the Samsung 
Galaxy S5(opens in new tab) was launched. Since then the pan-
demic and the following lockdowns have changed how business 
is done. The conversation is now clearly focused on the trans-
formative impact 5G can have on everything around us. It now 
feels right to bring MWC back to its B2B industrial roots after a 
decade when the headlines were dominated by new smartphones 
that didn't really bring much to the table after the first iterations. 
So, like the previous years, expect to hear a lot about IoT, AI, 
Edge computing, Blockchain, analytics, robotics and automation. 
Oh and the Metaverse of course". Desire Athow, Managing 
Editor, TechRadar Pro 

"After a year away as a virtual event, it's good to see the ap-
petite for Mobile World Congress is still there. Although not all 
the big vendors will be present, it should still be an exciting show 
for tech fans across many industries. This could be the first time 
we get a proper look at 6G networks, even if just as a proof of 
concept, as well as maybe finding out what blockchain actually 
does and how it can help the mobile industry. And with 5G net-
works now firmly set in place across the world, I'm hoping to see 
and hear more about some amazing use cases that make the most 
of superfast connections". Mike Moore, Deputy Editor, Tech 
Radar Pro 
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Adam Selipsky, AWS CEO, spoke about the opportunities relating to the 
interplay between 5G and cloud. Image credit: Future 

Guo Ping, appearing virtually during a keynote session at MWC 2022. 
Image credit: Future 
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